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WHAT’S BEHIND THE PR G PEACE PLAN? 

--AN INTERVIEW WITH VAN TIEN 

by Schofield Coryell 

PARIS (LNS) --Whi le the world speculates on 
the significance of Nixon's going to China and 
its effect on peace, U.S. representatives at 
the Paris talks refuse to discuss seriously the 
new PRG seven-point peace plan, 

"Their only concrete suggestion has been 
for a change in the procedure of the talks, but 
this is nothing but a stalling tactic," Nguyen 
Van Tien told me on July 15* Van Tien is the 
assistant chief of the PRG delegation here, 
second only to Madame Binh. 

The most important new feature of the PRG 
plan, presented on July 1, calls for the U.S. to 
set a date for the total withdrawal of its troops 
within the year 1971 and promises to free sim- 
ultaneously all U.S. prisoners held by the PRG, 

Van Tien offered a number of reasons for 
making the proposal at this time: "The military 
victories of the PRG in the field, the rising 
tide of the anti-war movement in the major cities 
of South Vietnam, the increasing unpopularity 
and political isolation of the Thieu clique, as 
well as the continuing impact of the American 
peace movement, the Militant May Day demonstra- 
tions, the overwhelming desire of the American 
people to see the war end, the stir aroused by 
the publication of the Pentagon Papers, and 
widespread condemnation of the American war pol- 
icies by European peoples and organizations . " 

Van Tien describes it as "a moment when 
the overall situation is particularly favorable 
to the liberation movement." 

(Confirming Van Tien's report of "military 
victories of the PRG in the field," The New York 
Times published on July 21 an account of a sur- 
vey conducted by the U.S, Embassy in Saigon show- 
ing significant PRG gains in the northern prov- 
inces and also in the densely populated Mekong 
River Delta region of South Vietnam. Officials 
in Washington said the survey raised "funda- 
mental questions about the success of the over- 
all pacification program as IkS. troops continue 
to be withdrawn under President Nixon's Vietnam- 
ization policy.") 


the i'esponsible ones are the leaders who deter- 
mine policies of war and aggression against us. 

"The .American soldiers captured by us--and 
who have carried out terrible massacres in our 
land--are themselves victims of the American war 
policy," he emphasized. "We nurture towards 
them no feelings of vengeance. Our attitude is 
one of clemency. We are treating the American 
prisoners in our hands with all consideration, 
in a humane manner, giving tkam all the medical 
care they need, fbr example." 

Van Tien then turned to the problem of 
the eventual application of any r agreements that 
might be signed with the U.S. Government. 

"We would have indeed to remain vigilant," 
he said. "If the American Government did 
agree to withdraw its troops by a reasonable 
fixed date, it would still be necessary for 
the peoples of Vietnam and the United States 
to be on their guard and see to it that 
the U.S. Government- -whose leaders are very 
crafty and wily »en — respects its promise." 

A key aspect of the PRG proposal deals 
with the question of political power in South 
Vietnam, On this point. Van Tien categorically 
rejects any illusions concerning the cha chances 
of a peaceful regime emerging from the elections 
slated for October. 

"So long as the Thieu clique is in power 
in Saigon--it is, after all, nothing but a 
creature of the U.S. military--there can be 
neither peace nor democracy in South Vietnam," 
he stated. "The elections will be held under 
the control of the military regime, backed by 
Americans, and they will inevitably be fraudulous. 
No one should think that Thieu will let himself 
be voted out of power. The usual methods of 
insuring the desired results will be employed 
once again: stuffing ballot-boxes, intimidation, 
and such. The elections under the existing regime 
can only be a farce." 

In response to a question concerning the 
role of Vice-President Ky in the current Saigon 
power set-up. Van Tien pointed out that "the 
regime is more and more concentrated in the 
hands of Thieu alone, and even his erstwhile 
partner, Ky, finds himself squeezed out." 


"The Nixon Administration has said a great 
deal about the problem of American prisoners in 
Vietnam," observed Van Tien, "and our plan pro- 
vides for their speedy liberation, simultaneous- 
ly with the withdrawal of .American troops by a 
fixed date in 1971. We want to see these young 
people returned to their homes as soon as possi- 


But even though Thieu has increased his 
personal authority within the government, 
explained Van Tien, he is rapidly losing control 
of the situation in the country, not only in the 
vast rural areas actually administered by the 
revolutionary forces but also in the big cities 
of South Vietnam, and in Saigon itself. 


ble. " 


Van Tien explained the Vietnamese attitude 
toward the U.S. prisoners currently in the 
hands of the PRG in South Vietnam: 

"We have never considered them as prison- 
ers of war but simply as American soldiers 
caught committing crimes against the people of 
our country. Yet we do not consider them as the 
ones directlv responsible for those crimes-- 
Page 1 LIBERATION News 


"More and more people, who did not previous- 
ly take a stand, have declared for peace and 
total withdrawal of the American military apparatus 
and troops. This is the key point. Now the urban 
anti -war movement embraces a wide variety of 
organi zat ions - -women ' s groups, veterans groups, 
student unions, intellectuals of all types, 
workers, religious organizations such as Buddhists, 
Catholics, etc. This is a new and very promising 
development , " 
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Van Tien explained the new peace proposal 
is a first step in the formation of a new admin- 
istration in Saigon--an administration without 
Thieu--and with all elements "who are in favor 
of peace- With such an administration, the PRG 
could establish contact/' 

,f The next step/’ he explained, ’’would be 
the formation of a three-prongecl government 
of national concord--a government consisting of 
the PRG, those elements of the Saigon adminis- 
tration who want peace and withdrawal of the 
American military, plus all other social, rel- 
igious and political forces who are for peaceo” 

Such a government would then organize gen- 
eral elections throughout South Vietnam„ But 
of course all of this would be preceded by the 
establishment of a date in 1971 ror the with- 
drawal of the U.S. troops and arras, and a cease- 
fire between the U.S. command and the PRG, dur- 
ing which the safe passage of the departing 
American (and ’’allied”) soldiers would be guar- 
anteed. 

The future regime and society that will 
emerge from this war in the South Vietnam of 
tomorrow is, to a large extent, an open-ended 
question for the PRG, which carefully avoids 
dogmatism. 

’’Ours will undoubtedly be an original 
path,” explained Van Tien. ”It will be neither 
capitalism nor communism/’ The first concern 
will be to imporve the living standards of the 
people, to encourage and develp production, etc. 
There will certainly be elements of private 
ownership and of public ownership, but it is 
impossible to say precisely how the people will 
decide to solve their problems. 

In any case, said Van Tien, all will be 
free to express their views and none will be 
persecuted for their role during the war, re- 
gardless of which side they were on. ”We will 
need the energy and the siills and knowledge 
of all who are willing to share in the construc- 
tion of our society,” he added. 

The PRG peace plan makes explicit once 
again the desire for a country that will be 
both ’’independent” (no foreign aimed forces on 
its soil) and ’’neutral” (not a member of any 
military bloc). 

”We want to have relations and contacts, on 
a basis of equality, with all peoples and coun- 
tries,” Van Tien said. ”We also will welcome 
foreign investment, in the exploitation of our 
resources, provided no political condi tions 
accompany those investments.. We look forward 
to good, friendly relations with the American 
people in the post-war world.” 

Van Tien concluded by saying, ”We want 
cultural, artistic, educational and scientific 
exchanges with the American people and their 
various groups, as well as state to state rela- 
tions with the U.S. Government, with full respect 
for our independence and sovereignty.” 
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MO ROC C AX COUP PAILS AGAINST U.S. SUPPORTED KING 
by africa research group 

NEW YORK (LAS) --"Everything in Morocco depends 
on the King, except the weather,” King Hass an II 
of Morocco once declared. Apparently not quite 
everything. On July 11 a rebel army force 
almost succeeded in bringing an end both to the 
dictatorial regime and the life of Hassan, one 
of the world’s few remaining absolute monarchs. 
(Hassan himself prefers to call his regime a 
"people’s monarchy”) 

Following the abortive coup. President 
Nixon quickly sent his congratulations to 
Hassan. During his recent friendship trip to 
dictatorships throughout the world. Vice Pres- 
ident Agnew quite fittingly visited Morocco. 

U.S. aid extends beyond the level of dip- 
lomatic pronouncements „ Since 1956 the U.S. 
has provided substantia] funds to the Moroccan 
government. In the last seven years, 750 
million dollars in aid was delivered to the Hassan 
regime from the U.S. Government. 

Foreign aid helps Hassan to maintain his 
10 palaces, a fleet of cars and two private 
airplanes in a country where the majority of 
the people are living in conditions of extreme 
poverty. Unemployment is widespread. Twenty- 
five per cent of the urban population and forty 
per cent of the rural population are without 
jobs. The average per capita income is $168 
a year. Seventy per cent of the population 
is illiterate. Furthermore, corruption is 
rampant at all levels of Hassan’ s government. 

Military aid from the U.S. has frequently 
provided Hassan with means to supress oppos- 
ition movements. By 1963 the U.S. had contrib- 
uted 18 million dollars in arms to Morocco, 
and in 1967 President Johnson continued this 
support with the promise of 15 million dollars more 
in military aid. The U.S. still retains military 
bases in Morocco, in addition to a Navy radio 
station and a Voice of America transmitter. 

Morocco achieved independence from France 
in 1956. Since that time tfcere have been 
periodic rebellions against the government by 
all sectors of the popul ation--by students, 
peasants, agricultural and industrial workers. 

These expressions of discontent have been sys- 
tematically and brutally put down by Hassan. 

The Government has pursued a ten year campaign 
of repression of all political opposition, 
complete with arrests, kidnapping, torture, 
assassination and periodic show trials. 

Tins campaign has been directed at both 
right and left wing oppostion, but has focused 
upon the left wing party, t lie National Union of 
Popular Forces (UNFP) „ 

The clearest instance of this governmental 
repression involves the case of Mehdi Ben Barka, 
the founder of the UAFP and an active member of 
the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 


Realizing the t h reat from Ben Barka. 
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Hassan arranged his "removal" from the Moro- 
ccan political scene. In 1960 Ben Barka was 
forced to flee the country for two years to avoid 
imprisonment. While abroad in 1963, he was accu- 
sed and found guilty of treason, in a "plot” 
created by the current Interior Minister Gen- 
eral Oufkir. Two years later, Oufkir had 
a major role in the kidnapping and murder of 
Ben Barka. 

In 1963 Hassan announced an "experiment 
in democracy". He advocated a constitution 
shaped, as Hassan told the Moroccan people, "by 
the King f s own hands „" This provided for an 
elected Parliament, over which the King would 
retain absolute veto power. Elections for Par- 
liament were held in July of that year, heavily 
rigged in Hassan ’s favor. Five thousand mem- 
bers of the UNFP had been arrested by election 
time* There were accusations that the Government 
had used American wheat and other aid to win votes 
in the elections. Despite this, Hassan* s party 
won less than 50% of the votes. 

In 1965, Hassan took advantage of a widespread 
rebellion of university students to suspend Par- 
liament, stating that it was "wasting time in 
futile debates." A state of emergency was declared 
which lasted until July 1970, when another con- 
stitution was forced upon the Moroccan people. 

The new constitution essentially duplicated the 
1963 version, but gave even less power to the new 
Parliament. The constitution was opposed by 
both Right and Lef* opposition part i.es , who unit- 
ed in a new opposition front. 

At present there is another massive politic- 
al show trial in Morocco; 193 persons, among 
them people from many sectors of the population, 
including the major leaders of the UNFP, have 
been accused of everything from treason to aid- 
ing and abetting those who committed treason. 

There is evidence that the Government has tor- 
tured the accused people. The tribunal which is 
to judge the 193 people is made up of collab- 
orators with the former French colonial regime. 

The recently attempted coup was met with 
the usual thorough repression. Army troops and 
police in armored cars patrolled the streets of 
Rabat. The port of Casablanca was closed.. Ten 
high-ranking officers were shot without a trial 
and more than 1000 people wcu arrested. 

The attempted coup brought international 
attention to the oppressiveness of Hassan* s 
regime, but life for the Mot ocean people remains 
the same- -and Hassan continues to eliminate all 
oppos i t ion , within his own army and the country 
at large. 

-30- 

************ *****-**********•* ******************* 
ELKS DFFEAI MOIL TO DROP Wi ! I HIS-ONLY RULES 

NEK ORLEANS fLNS ' - - Delegates to the 10 71 
convention of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of the Lira voted to allow their grand exalted 
ruler to suspend a "white* 1 members:: ip rule if ho 
found it ir. the order's best interest. The dele- 
gates rejected a move to drop remanent T*' the 
whites -only rules that govern i lk- mermu r so: p . 
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REPUBLICANS PLAN' 1972 CONVENTION IN SAN DIEGO: 

A BIG MOMENT FOR MR. C. ARHOLT SMITH 

SAN DIEGO (LNS)--Khen the Republicans ann- 
ounced San Diego as their 1972 convention site, 
every newspaper columnist in the country had 
the explanation down pat: beautiful weather, a 
favorable political climate, slim prospects for 
massive demonstrations, and, of course, prox- 
imity to San Clemente, Nixon’s West Coast White 
House. 

What nobody mentioned is Mr. C. Arholt 
Smith--a man who shims personal publicity* 
almost as much as Howard Hughes. He is a 
multi-millionaire, self-made except for a little 
help from state and local governments and his 
fine connections in the underworld. He also 
controls three million dollars of Nixon’s 
1972 campaign chest, which makes him the 
Republican Party’s single biggest backer, and 
soon to be one of its biggest profiteers. 

Mr. Smith lives in San Diego. But it is 
not merely civic pride that urged him to pull 
strings to bring the Party to his home. Mr. 

Smith owns; a big chunk of San Diego and special- 
izes in the sort of businesses that’ will profit 
mightily from a major political convention. 

A year ago, he opened what Forbes Magazine 
called the "most plush hotel anywhere." He’s 
got his fingers in every tourist’s pie, includ- 
ing a monopoly taxi business, the San Diego 
Padres (and all concessions at the San Diego 
Stadium), an airline called Air West, and 
California’s second largest bank. 

What Smith doesn’t own, his friends do 
and he gets a piece of the action through them. 

He has an under-the-table stake in the lucrative 
Caliente Racetrack in Tijuana through John 
Alessio and the Alessio Corporation. The Alessio 
family controls San Diego’s underworld by all 
accounts „ 

A man of Mr, Smith’s proportions who wishes 
to escape public notice has to have friends in 
the newspaper business, too. Mr. Smith's friend 
is James Copley, am old Nixon trusty. The local 
papers have dutifully jumped with joy ever since 
the first hint that the GOP was sizing up San 
Diego for convention turf. Herb Klein, Nixon’s 
communi cat ions secretary, worked on the San Diego 
Union, a Copley enterprise, before hip promotion 
to Washington. 

Coincidental ly, the Nixon Administration's 
first attack on the press came shortly after 
the Wall Street Journal published an expose in 
April 1969 concerning Mr. C. Arhold Smith’s 
wheelings and dealings. When the San Diego 
Street Journal, a local underground, began to rake 
some of Smith's muck, all of its equipment was 
smashed, and the staff found itself the target 
of bullets and firebombs. 

The convention will be held in San Diego's 
Sports Arena. Just across the street sits the 
Matia’s Fed-Mart shopping center. There are large 
open fields nearly where the San Diego police and 
the Nai icnal Guard c -, .n mass to protect the eon- 
"ws Sertice (*362) July 28,1971 ...more.... 
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vention from any demonstrations. 

Just minutes away is Point Loma, the bedroom 
of San Diego’s ruling class. And for delegates 
who don’t know anybody in Point Loma, there are 
large hotels just down the freeway with the best 
prostitution services in Southern California. 

Mr. C. Arholt Smith was one of the lucky few 
who spent election night, 1968, watching the tele- 
vised returns with Richard Nixon in his high-secur- 
ity New York hotel suite. Where they will get 
together is unlikely to be announcedT 

— 30— 

(Thanx to M. Baker and the Serve the People Collec- 
tive for the information above.) 

★ *★***★*★★★**★*********★★*■*■**■*★**■*'*****'************ 

HUSSEIN AIMS TO ROUT PALESTINIAN GUERRILLAS; 
PROTESTERS SEIZE WASHINGTON OFFICE OF ARAB LEAGUE 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— While Jordan’s King Hussein 
pondered the final stages of cleaning out the 
Palestine guerrilla movement in Jordan--where most 
of the people are Palestinian refugees--a group of 
50 "supporters of the Palestinian Revolution” 
seized the Information Center of the League of Arab 
States in Washington. 

The group, chiefly composed of Palestinians, 
but including some non-Arab sympathizers , entered 
the center at about 10 a.m. on July 20 to take 
over its facilities "until our demands are met.” 

The center normally serves to distribute information 
about Arab history, culture, and the Middle East 
conflict. 

The seizure came in response to King Hussein’s 
current campaign to rout Palestinian guerrillas 
from northern Jordan, and to the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s recent refusal to comply with the Cairo 
agreement. The agreement was drawn up last fall 
by Arab leaders in an attempt to end the blood- 
shed caused by the civil war in Jordan. 

While two young Palestinians held a Palestin- 
ian flag on the steps of the building, the insur- 
gents inside blocked the center’s employees from 
doing their usual work and used the center’s tel- 
ephones, copying machines, and stationery to dis- 
pense a list of demands which called upon the 
governments of Syria, Iraq, and Egypt to: 

--Intervene immediately against Hussein 

--Deliver military support to the Palestinian 
movement against Hussein and against the "racist” 
state of Israel. 

--Deny the authority of Hussein’s government 
over Jordanians and Palestinians. 

--Expel the Jordanian government from the 
Arab League. 

Syria, Iraq, and Egypt all share borders with 
Jordan and are accused by the group of "inaction 
at this crucial stage of the struggle." They are 
particularly irked that politicians throughout the 
Arab world, including Hussein, pay frequent lip 
service to the cause of liberating Palestine 
from Zionist rule, and nevertheless consent to the 


deliberate liquidation of Palestinian guerrilla 
forces by King Hussein. 

Last fall. King Hussein ordered the Jordanian 
Army to encircle Amman, Jordan’s capital which is 
almost entirely populated by Palestinians. The 
Jordanian Army shelled the refugee districts of the 
city mercilessly for a week, and the Palestinian 
commandos, who had been exercising almost as much 
power as Jordan’s King for the previous year, faced 
the choice of abandoning their urban stronghold or 
providing an excuse for the continued massacre 
of Palestinian civilians. 

The fedayeen realized they could not adequately 
defend their people against the superior arms of 
the King, supplied by the U.S. and Britain, and 
they signed the Cairo agreement to insure an orderly 
withdrawal from Amman without reprisals. 

In ten days of war, the commandos had fought 
with courage in the streets of Amman, but thousands 
of Palestinians were dying from bombs, mortar, and 
lack of water. Hussein--dubbed "the butcher of’ 
Amman” by commentators throughout the Arab world- - 
had finally checked the Palestinian Resistance 
after watching it grow for several years right 
beneath his nose. 

* * ★ 

In New York, one day before the building seizure 
in Washington, police arrested about 8 of a group 
of 40 pro-Palestinian demonstrators when they 
attempted to take their protest inside the doors 
of the Jordanian mission to the United Nations. 

— 30— 

★*************************************************** 

THE SECOND SLAYING OF LORD BYRON JONES— 

TALES OF JUSTICE FROM HHMB9LDT, TENNESSEE 

Many books have been written on the civil 
rights struggle, but few have the power and insight 
of "The hibernation of Lord Byron Jones." 

— Cleveland Press 

A rich and intricate novel. . .Jesse Hill T?ord 
has brought a community to life . . .the speech of hie 
varied people . . .are all presented with such authentic 
nuance ana flavor that the reader feels he has 
overheard rather than read . 

— Chicago Tribune 

A novel of considerable complexity .. .Ford wants 
us to see the South itself, in its bold hypocrisy . 

— London Times 

HUMBOLDT, Tenn. (LNS) — In 1964, Jesse Hill Ford, 
an Alabaman by birth who married into a famous Ten- 
nessee family, penned a novel. Before that he worked 
for the Nashville Tennessean and as a PR man for 
the American Medical Society (a post secured for him 
by his father-in-law, a prominent area doctor for 
whom the local high school was named). 

The novel which sprung forth from Ford’s pen 
was called ’’The Liberation of Lord Byron Jones.” 

The critics raved about it calling it ’’shattering, 
important, .. impressive.” Out of the South comes a 
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novel in which a young lawyer, recently returned 
to Tennessee along with his San Franciscan wife, 
finally says "Enough"! A white cop gets off scot- 
free after clearly murdering a Black undertaker, 
and the outraged young lawyer leaves Tennessee 
in protest. He goes off to join sit-ins in Atlanta 
--but not before giving his uncle, and law partner 
a lecture on racism. 

Six years after the novel was published, paper- 
back and movie having swept the country, Jesse Hill 
Ford found himself in a situation very similar to 
the one he had attacked so moralist ically in his 
book. 

On November 16, 1970 around 10 p.m. Jesse and 
his wife Sally, heard a noise in their driveway. 
Grabbing his rifle, he went out to investigate. 

He saw a car backing out of the driveway of his 
27-acre farm and coming to a halt on the street. 

"I was apprehensive," he said later. "I 
couldn’t see anyone in the car. I went to the back' 
of the car and with the gun butt, struck the fender 
on the driver’s side. I wanted to hold whoever 
was there until the police came. So I saic}, ’Come 
out of that car. You are under arrest. The police 
have been called. Put your hands over your head.”’ 

Ford claimed he then fired two shots ("warning 
shots," he called them). One crashed through the 
rear windshield. Pvt. George Henry Doaks, Jr., on 
his first night of leave, was killed instantly. 

He had been married 11 days earlier, according to 
his mother, "in order to give his child a name," 

* * * 

The trial lasted five days- -June 29 through 
July 3. Reporters came from all over because after 
all, Mr. Ford was a famous man. They all wore 

"Hello, my name is " tags. The 172 seats in 

the courtroom were filled. 

It was an all-male jury--ll whites and one 
Black. The first Black to be questioned for jury 
selection was ruled out by the defense, although 
he said he felt he could be fair in judging the 
case. Some of the white jurors admitted at the 
trial that they had been in the Ford home for 
parties; one juror’s daughter had spent a night 
there once. All eleven knew the Fords. 

Ford took the stand in his own defense. He 
pleaded legally excusable homicide based on "a 
man’s right to defend his home and family." He 
claimed he was not even aiming his rifle when he 
shot it. Ford testified that his family had been 
getting threatening phone calls. Apparently his 
son, Charles had gotten a position in the backfield 
of the football team that many people had thought 
should have gone to a star Black player in the 
newly-integrated high school. 

The voice on the telephone, the novelist 
claimed, was that of prosecution witness Allie V, 
Andrews who had been in the car with Pvt. Doaks 
when he was killed. (The defense made a big deal 
about the fact that Doaks was found with his pants 
down. ) 

Ford insisted he recognized Allie 1 s voice on 
the phone and after all, he was an expert at iden- 


tifying voices --"Many American critics say I have 
the finest ear for dialogue of any writer now 
living." He said he fired two "warning" shots 
though the police found two spent cartridges and 
a live cartridge that had misfired. 

The trial just zipped past. Only a few times 
did anyone slip up and say "nigger" or "nigTa" 
instead of the more acceptable "knee -grow 

The jury deliberated eight and a half hours 
before it announced it was deadlocked (11 to 1 
for acquittal.) The judge sent them back and a 
half hour later they returned the not guilty ver- 
dict. The Fords were so sure of acquittal that 
with the exception of one sen, they all went home - 
to await the verdict. 

Ford, whose book showed how Black murders are 
often left unsolved if not uncharged, said with 
a straight face, that he had "hoped for the best 
and expected the worst. It was a difficult trial, 
a very tough trial. We weren’t given as much lee- 
way as the average defense." 

"I certainly hope our troubles are over and 
are over for the Doaks family," he continued piously. 

George Doaks, senior, a minister and father 
of the murdered man just sobbed. "My son was shot 
in cold blood," he said. "He didn't have a gun 
or anything. What can we dq what can we do? We 
just can’t win." 

The Doakses have filed a $250,000 suit against 
Ford. Contributions for the suit can be sent to 
Mrs. Doaks, Route 2, Trenton, Tenn. 

— 30-- 
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TWO GIS MOVED TO SOLITARY; 

CHARGED WITH DECEMBER FT HOOD REBELLION 

KILLEEN, Texas (LNS)--Two GIs, Kelvin* Harvey 
and John Priest, were brought to the Ft. Hood 
stockade from Ft. Leavenworth Disciplinary Bar- 
racks bn July 7 to face charges for the December 
20 rebellion that took place in the Ft. Hood stock- 
ade. They are being charged with assault on an of- 
ficer and riot, and Priest is being charged with 
arson. 

The rebellion, according to army figures, in- 
volved about 50 prisoners. Harvey, a Black man, 
and Priest, a white man, are the only ones- being 
charged. 

The disturbance began when a prisoner in "C" 
compound, the segregated compound of the stockade, 
was denied medical attention. The man hadn't eaten 
for several days, and had been reportedly beaten 
by guards. As the man's condition worsened, other 
prisoners in "C" compound began banging on the walls 
in hopes of calling attention to the situation. They 
were ignored, and many of the men gave up and went, 
to bed. 

Shortly afterwards, they were awakened abruptly 
to discover that the building was on fire. About 
100 MPs were brought in to quell what had become 
a major rebellion including C, D, and E compounds. 

Afterwards the brass tried to pass the rebellion 
off as a racial disturbance, but it wasn’t. Ac- 
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Contradictory evidence given by prosecution 
witnesses during the recent 5-day trial failed to 
prove that Bartee participated in the shoot-out , 
and established the Houston cops' eagerness to 
stamp out the PP II. 

J.O. (Bo) Norris, a member of the Criminal 
Intelligence Division (CID) of the Houston Police 
Department, who was on the church roof that nxght, 
took credit for Hampton’s death and admited on the 
stand to having said "wonderful” to the news that 
Hampton was dead. 

Bo said that he had gone to the PP H headquar- 
ters without a warrant and with "14 rounus of oO. 
ammunition from home, maybe a box of 12 gauge am- 
munition for a shotgun, and extra magazine for a 45 
automatic to surveil the area and to neutralize 
snipers . " 

it. Joe Singleton, who is head of the CIB, also 
testified though he wasn’t on the scene. He enum- 
erated the problems that he claimed justified send- 
ing armed officers to the church-- lj solicitation 
of funds by armed men (carrying a loaded gun in the 
streets is not illegal in Texas), 2) traffic con- 
trol, 3) and the selling of newspapers on the 
streets 6 

The defense testimony exposed the brutal 
police tactics both during and after the shootout. 
George Leland, a pharmaceutical teacher at Texas 
Southern who was helping the PP II to set up a free 
clinic, described a police mop-up action against 
a large crowd right after the incident. 

He said that helicopters were shining their 
floodlights on people, tnat several people were 
beaten indiscriminantly, that some S0-90 people 
were arrested, and that he was smashed in the head 
with a gun butt and arrested. He said a cop held 
a gun to his head and said, "Run, nigger, and when 
you run, I'm gonna shoot you." 

Or, C.W. Thompson III, another defense wit- 
ness, who has his office near the PP II headquarters 
testified that he saw an unarmed man shot by police 
and that he later treated him for gunshot wounds in 
the elbow and thigh. Thompson said that the wounds 
indicated the man was shot in the back. 

Bartee' s new trial has been set for November 
29, but charges may be dropped before then, con- 
sidering the weakness of the state's case, Johnny 
Coward has vet to be tried, but presumably his 
case will be favorably affected by Bartee's hung 
iury. 

— 30- - 

(Thanx to Space City for the info in this story.) 

A.,**************'*** *********** ******** *********** 

DhLLUMS ASKS REPARATIONS FUR BLACK SOUTH AFRICAN’S 

DETROIT (LNS) --Rep. Ronald V. Dellums (D-Cal.) 
told an audience of several thousand here on July 
2b that he is introducing a reparations mil where - 
bv U..5. corporat ions in Suut.'i Africa would be made 
to turn over 65 to 7a perdent of their holdings 

to Black Africans tluro. . 

The bill would give the l ; .3. corporations -0 


!ir U.S. holding, to be sent to Black Africans. 

*************************** 


days to comply and then the U.S. Attorney oei.era* 
would be empowered t o take an euuad amour t trom — 
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COLUMBUS TtNSE AFTER POLICE ATTACK: 

BLACK PEOPLE PRESS DEMANDS 

COLUMBUS, Ga. (LNS) --It 1 s hard to imagine 

nLSn^U^^S “^Atlanta, 
as its black citizens pull together to fight a raci 
police department and serious economic problems. 

As Sherry Luck, a high-school-age woman 
working with CAG (Community Action Group), a 
local umbrella organization of black groups, 
put it "There are no leaders anymore. Just 
spokesmen. The people have taken over the 
leadership." 

On Saturday July 24 approximately 40 ° 
people marched to the police station to protest 
the Citv Board's approval of the fl * in S 
six black policemen over a month ago. The me 

members of the Afro-Americ* > »°“ , s 
League , ineluding its president, Robert 

"Pete" Leonard. The policemen were tired _ 
earlv in June after they removed the j 

flag from their uniforms to protest the dismissal 

of another black officer. 

Although the marchers on the 24th had 
no parade permit, police had indicated taci 
approval by providing escorts. During the 
meeting outside the police station, which 
was protected by local cops m full not 
2e ar about 15 state highway patrol cars 
pulled into the courthouse parking lotracross 
the street and the local police began to move 
toward the crowd. 

State Police Major C.B. Faison ordered 
the people to disperse and about 150 dpifted 
aw a vu The rest lined up in columns of two and 
began marching back along the route toward 
s, a union hall which was serving as CAG head- 
quarters. 

The return march had gone about two 
blocks when Columbus police charged the back 
line of marchers, indiscriminantly clubbing, 
kicking and beating people. Those who ran 
were similarly attacked by state patrolmen. 

Police were in plainclothes or had removed 
their name plates. 

One of the victims beaten by police was 
Richard Diamond, a white reporter for the 
black Coiambus Times, causing him 15 stitches 
worth of head wounds and smashing his camera 
and tape recorder. 

After the initial attack, young blacks 
began throwing small rocks and soda cans, 
though no pol icemen-were hit at the time. 

That night there was sniping in the black 
community, with white businesses and cops 
as the main targets. Mayor J.R. Allen got 
emergency powers trom the City Council and 
promptly banned all assemblies of 12 or tore 
people for whatever purposes. 

Tlris began a wholesale roundup of young 
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blacks. The police radio called for all black 
males to be stopped and searched. City blocks 
were sealed off and police went from door to 
door, and often through doors, making waraniless 
searches. People were pulled from their cars, 
beaten and searched. Two black GI's fro* near- 
by Ft. Benning were arrested after leaving a 
USO dance. 

The six fired black patrolmen were a 
particular target of these raids 3 Ex-officer 
W.T. Crawford appeared in court on July 26 limp- 
ing, with 15 stitches in his head, a heavily 
bandaged hand, a full neck brace, and bruises 
on his back. All four white policemen there to 
testify against him said that they did not see 
any beatings. 

Another case was that of ex-officer Gary 
Smith who was pulled from his car while eating at 
a drive-in restaurant, beaten, forced at shotgun 
point to open his trunk and then arrested for 
possession of a rifle found there 0 

No action has been taken against the white 
police, but the black people of Columbus--40% of 
the city’s population--ard still pushing for a 
list of 22 demands that include reinstatement of 
the fired black officers, more and higher rank- 
ing jobs for blacks on the police force, and 
more and higher paying jobs in general. The 
unemployment rate for blacks here is over 15%. 

The calm in Columbus is momentary* There 
are indications that police plan to arrest 
AAPL president Leonard as soon as he is released 
from the hospital. 

M And if that happens/' said a local report- 
er, "you won't need a telephone to jiear about it 
in Atlanta." 

-30 — 
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WOMEN LAUNCH NATIONAL ABORTION COALITION , 

MASSIVE DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 

NEW YORK (LNS) --More than one thousand 
women from across the UnitedStates met at Colum- 
bia University July 16-18 to launch the Women's 
National Abortion Action Coalition to coordinate 
a nationwide fight for the repeal of all abortion 
laws. 

Coming from 253 organizations in 29 states, 
the delegates overwhelmingly adopted proposals 
for a nationally coordinated campaign to repeal 
al 1 abortion laws through legislative action, 
court fights, and massive demonstrations in 
Washington, D.C. and San Francisco on November 
20 . 

Coalition demands are: Repeal all abortion 
laws, no forced sterilization; repeal all cont- 
raception laws; abortion: a woman’s light to 
choose. 

-30- 
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(Thanks very much to Roger and Stephanie at 
The Great SSpeckled Bird for info on the 
Columbus story above) 


OPERATION BREADBASKET CALLS FOR PEPSI BOYCOTT 

CHAMBLEE, Ga. (LNS) - -Because officials of 
Frito-Lay Co. and its corporate parent, 

PepsiCo Inc. failed to make a good faith effort 
to correct job discrimination at its Chamblee 
plant. Operation BreaEbasket, a Black, anti- 
poverty organization, has called a boycott of 
all products marketed by the two companies. 

Of the 95 office workers in the plant, 
only 4 are black; there are 5 black routemen 
out - of a total of 85 and only 4 of the 27 
managers are black. However, the most low- 
level production and menial jobs are held by 
blacks working under white supervisors. 

In the 15 months since talks began with 
Frito-Lay, the number of black office workers 
has gone frem 3 ■ to 4- -with one more in train- 
ing. (This is in a department with a very 
high turnover rate.) Frito-Lay’ s personnel 
director calls this "a step in the right 
direction," and claims that blacks do not 
apply for jobs. Breadbasket offered to fill 
the office with black college graduates unable 
to find work in their major fields. 

Olden Lee, a black ex-football star was 
hired by Frito-Lay to negotiate with Breadbasket 
and cool down black militancy. But he was not 
empowered to make decisions — only to make re* 
commendations. At a recess in the negotiations 
lie called the home office, and after that nego- 
tiations broke down. 

Breadbasket is busy now asking stores to 
stop stocking PepsiCo or Frito-Lay products, 
and for people to boycott Pepsi cola, Lay’s 
Potato Chips, and peanuts. Frit os, Doritos 
and Chitos Corn Chips and Fun-Yun Onion 
Rings * 

Pepsi also owns Nu-Way Food Stores. 

-30- 
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CHINESE SUPPORT PRG SEVEN POINT PEACE PLAN 

PEKING (LNS) --All the papers here on 
July 3 ran banner headlines to announce 
the new PRG peace initiative put forth at 
the Paris Conference on July 1. 

The People's Daily, organ of the Communist 
Party of China commented editorially that the 
seven point proposal "will doubtlessly win 
extensive sympathy and support from all gov- 
ernments and people in the world cherishing 
freedom and justice." 

Other papers carried large excerpts of 
the speeches by Minister Nguyen Thi Binh 
and Minister Xuan Thuy at the latest Session 
of the Paris Conference. 

On Julyuo, Hsinhua News Agency broadcast 
in full the seven-point proposal and quoted 
DRvN Minister Xuan Ihuy’s speech, expressing 
full support of the DRVN Government on the new 
peace plan. 
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top left: from Cuba: Art of the 
Revolution. Credit LNS 


top right: No Nothing, credit 
North Carolina Anvil/LNS 


middle: Fat Freddy's Cat Credit Iconoclast/ LNS 


bottom left: Bartee Haile speaks in Houston. bottom right: In the phone. 

See story in this packet, page 6, Credit Berkeley Tribe/LNS 

Credit Thome Dreyer/LNS 
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Kangaroo Blues 

Credit Biy Muddy Ge nette/LXS 
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